Adult Midwest Unitarian Universalist Singles Enrichment

The AMUUSE News

Your first newsletter from the "putter together-er" since not ready to call myself
an editor yet. I haven't gotten the newsletter template down yet, so I will get the
news out anyway.

A BELATED THANK YOU

I have been remiss in thanking all of you who contributed to my tribute when I left the
office of Central Registrar. I have been doing the job in one form or another since 1975.
It went through many incarnations from registrar to secretary when we incorporated and
then to Central Registrar. I am not the Publications Secretary. I did produce the
newsletter many years ago. It was printed on a dot matrix printed and then I cut and
pasted it and mailed it out. I am hoping to have a space in each newsletter for history and
would love to have you contribute memories and/or pictures that mean something to you. I
may even include some of the old dot matrix items.

Just me,

Sharon

From our President

This past weekend, Fall temperatures blew into the Midwest ending our streak of 70+
degree temperatures and even bringing snow to some of us. While I enjoyed the sunshine
and warmth this Fall, I love the colder temperatures and brisk winds. It makes me feel
alive somehow. I also enjoy what I consider the tastes of Fall and Winter, gingerbread
and pumpkin pie. Trader Joe's allows me to indulge my senses with their coffees and also
has a nice winter blend that is like pfeffernusse cookies. And there are no calories in
coffee.

The Fall Weekend at Tower Hill went well, but while we were there we got the sad news
that William Watson had passed. He and Ann-Patrice usually attended our Fall weekend
and we were already missing them when we got the news. It is a great loss to both our
community and to the Saug-for-All group. William gave a lot fo others over the years as a
camp director and leader of many morning groups. He and T had many conversations about
AMUUSE and what it means to others and how to help it continue to enrich the lives of
single. He will be remembered fondly.

The Board made the decision to have one camp this year in July at Kettunen Center in
Tustin, Michigan. The dates are the July 9-15. This will be the only traditional AMUUSE
camp. We have lots of space, so we hope we can fill it to the brim. We are also able to



offer what we are call, a "Taste of AMUUSE " in August, the 20™ to 24™). It will be a
cross between a weekend and a traditional AMUUSE camp. It is a good option for
newcomers to sample what we have to offer. Morning groups will be different each day and
evening events will be somewhat different as there is not large dance space at Tower Hill.
One can walk to Lake Michigan, however, and it is also possible to drive to the beach.

T hope you all have a warm and wonderful holiday season. I am thankful for many things,
but my friends from AMUUSE are at the top of my list. T hope you will plan to come to
camp this summer where we can enrich our lives by reconnecting as well as by getting to
know new people. Until we meet again, I'll hold you in my heart.

Hugs,

Gwen

OUR FALL TOWER HILL WEEKEND

We had wonderful weather for our October weekend. Folks were able to hike down to our
beloved Lake Michigan. It was wonder to be joined by folks who haven't been around for a
long time. And just a reminder, married folks can come to our weekends, with or without
their spouses. We had a diverse selection of morning groups. And as usual, folks pitched
in and helped wherever needed. This is one of the wonderful things about AMUUSE. We
had a tribute to William Watson before our auction Many folks shared heartfelt
memories and stories about William. We did wonder if we should dress up in our costumes
before the tribute, but decided William would have appreciated our costumes. Hopefully

the weekend was enjoyed by all.
Some Photos from the weekend

photos by Kathy Lantz

oTHER THOUGHTS ABOUT THE WEEKEND



My thoughts about the Tower Hill Weekend. I love the way Sharon brings all the campers
together from opening to closing.
Bev Stefano

Boffo weekend --- Andy Parke

FOR WANT OF MORE

YES, THERE WAS TALK OF “RETIRING” THE AUCTIONt? OH THE HORRORS!
MUST WE SACRIFICE A& YEARLY RITUAL, A CELEBRATORY EXPERIENCE,
& FALL PILGRIMAGE? AMAZINGLY ENOUGH, THERE MAY STILL BE SOME
CAMPERS WHO HAVE NOT YET HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO STICK THEIR
TOES IN THE AUCTION WATERS. TALK ABOUT DEPRIVATION! LO, THIS IS
WHAT THEY MAY BE MISSING: THE CREATIVITY OF GIFT BASKETS
OFFERED(THEMED EXPERIENCES WITH ACCESSORIES), UNIQUE
HANDCRAFTED ITEMS, OR A& PERSONALIZED CAMPER-TO-CAMPER
CONNECTION(AREN'T YA WONDERIN’ NOW?)

WE CANNOT LET THIS FUN EXTRAVAGANZA BE SHUTTERED AWAY. WHY
YOU SAY? WELLLL, YOU GET TO OBSERVE SOME RATHER QUIRKY HUMAN
BEHAVIOR AT A& CAMP VENUE: JEANNE KORANDA IS A WIZARD OF A
WHEELER AND DEALER-SHE’LL SPLIT SOME ITEMS WITH & FELLOW
BIDDER, CAMPERS SOMETIMES POOL TOGETHER TO BID ON AN
ESPECIALLY ENTICING ITEM(A& WEEKEND AT A& FELLOW CAMPER’S
HOUSE, I RUN ARQUND LIKE & HEADLESS CHICKEN-GIVING UP ON SOME
ITEMS WHEN I SEE I WILL BE OUTBID, OR . .. OR NEGOTIATING WITH
ANOTHER "I'LL STOP BIDDING ON X IF YOU STOP BIDDING ON Y.” WHERE
ELSE MIGHT YOU HAVE THIS THRILLING, CHILLING EXPERIENCE WITH
EVERYONE-AND IN A HALLOWEEN COSTUME?

I IMPLORE YOU-SAVE THE WHALES AND THE AMUUSE AUCTION! EMAIL
SHARON NOW!

SANDY ARGAS



More from Andy Parke

Here are two items | have imagined over the last three decades:

Autumn Travelers from Canada

Who deze gooties tink dey is?
Hornking past my house, dey whiz.
Always shooting of f dere mouth.
Hey, shouldn't dey be heading’ south?

Who dese gooties tink dey is!

There's droppings on the walk - Gee whiz!
Everywhere you look, there's poop.

Too bad they travel in a geep group.

(Actually, I don't mind if they fly over and honk me awake in the middle of the night.
I don't even object when they dump on the sidewalks around the local public library.
The northern visitors are welcome here in the rust belft,

because our economy needs every goose it can get - even one from the Canadians!)

I was at the public library, and I noticed one of my former (elementary school) pupils
repetitively stamping lending library insert cards. I asked her if she imagined, earlier in
her life, that she would be doing that particular task when she was a teen-ager. With no
small measure of scorn in her expression and in her voice, she growled, "It beats flipping
burgers, MR. PARKE." Now, nearly thirty years later, it finally dawned on me that she
might also have said (and meant), “"In life, not all stepping stones have to be beautiful.”
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You look out your frosty window and daylight is getting shorter. There's a stiff breeze
blowing from the north, and thoughts of hibernating 'til spring fill your daydreams.

Before all you winter-haters trundle off to your respective caves, however, it's time to
mark your 2017 calendars NOW for the -

AMUUSE April Fools Fun Fest
March 31% — April 2nd

Yes, AMUUSE is once again returning to Camp Edwards in East Troy, Wisconsin for
another wild and wacky weekend. We'll be living it up as we welcome the return of
balmy spring weather. Plush accommodations [we're talkin' four walls and doors that
close]? Check! Fine dining on the shores of beautiful Lake Beulah? Check! Stuffed
moose heads? Check! It wouldn't be camp without 'em. And it won't be camp without
YOUR smiling face, too.

So find your Groucho glasses, whoopie cushions and best jokes cuz there'll be yucks
aplenty as we give Old Man Winter the boot. Start gathering your friends because 'the
more' really IS 'the merrier'. Haven't been to camp in awhile? No worries C you've been
missed, but not forgotten.

Could spring be just around the corner? Come to Camp Edwards and make it happen.
Can't wait ¢ see you there.

Wanted: AMUUSE Ambassadors

Following a wonderful weekend at Tower Hill, Michigan in October, | had the pleasure of
extending my stay an extra day to attend the AMUUSE annual board meeting. Before



you accuse me of being a masochist, let me say | did this of my own free will. Once
again, | was simply blown away by the hard work and commitment shown by the board
members. These folks worked tirelessly to plan the 2017 camps and weekends, striving
to provide new experiences, while keeping a sharp eye on the budget. We owe them a
debt of gratitude.

One of the objectives expressed at the meeting, was the importance of keeping this all-

volunteer organization going strong into the future. We all acknowledge how life-

changing our beloved camp has been in our lives. AMUUSE blossoms when we have our
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invite you to become an AMUUSE ambassador in your area. To put it simply: who

knows the lay of the land better than a local?

You may have found out about AMUUSE through a brochure at church or a welcoming

invitation from a friend, but there are plenty of singles out there who haven't gotten the

word. They're the folks who stop at the corner coffee shop for their morning latte' or

take in a movie matinee on a lazy Sunday afternoon. Maybe they're standing in line at

your grocery store or picking up a reserved book at the library. Perhaps they're a new
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out about AMUUSE without your help.

But what's in it for ME, you ask in that unselfish manner of yours? [ :)] Only the
opportunity to increase your chances of finding camp carpool buddies and maybe ¢ just
maybe ¢ making a future luv connection. Geographic proximity is a real bonus. You'll
never know until you try.

Contact Gwen Valore to get an AMUUSE ambassador packet. You'll find fliers you can
post in public places and handy 'business cards' to pass along to interested prospects.

And, we need ambassadors to churches. Folks who will make sure our information is

displayed rather than tossed by the church secretary. Let Gwen know that you are
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information to churches.

Best of all, you'll be helping AMUUSE thrive well into the future. A prospect we can all
support.

Jeanne Koranda



July Camp 2017 "Nature-Where the Wild Things Are" by Gwen Valore

Is it too early to be thinking about camp next year? NO! It's never too early to think about
camp. So gear up your animal prints and prepare for camp where we will be WILD! T hope
you will be wild about the tentative morning groups we have so far. You can indulge your
wildest imaginations when you take a writing group with Pat. You can get into the wildest
positions in a Yoga class led by Sandy. You can become a wild artist in a watercolor class
with Jill, and I won't even go to how wild you might be in massage class with Sue. This is
only the beginning, more groups are coming. Start thinking of what you can dress as in our
"If I Ran the Zoo" costume party where Max will lead the wild things in a rumpus at the
camp. See you in July!

A tribute to William Watson

Our dear friend and long-time camper William Watson passed away early Saturday morning
Oct. 29. His death stunned us given that 1) it was quite sudden and 2) his esteemed status
in the camper community. All of us who knew William either for many years or for a
relatively short time grieve our loss. As one who first met him in the early '90s I knew him
on many fronts. He was a healer and also recognized as a superb workshop leader

whose groups were universally praised. He listened to us as we contributed in his groups or



in private conversations. You could trust him to comprehend an issue and of fer well-
appreciated feedback.

To a person people have repeatedly mentioned this trait as a tribute to him.
As we know he had a marvelous sense of humor which he masterfully displayed at camp
shows---- see Saug 2011 video.

Many of us knew him as the "Tree Person." For many years he ran his own landscape
business (Lucky Pierre's). As one who helped him on a few occasions I saw how capable and
quick he was at completing these jobs.

Among his many outside interests, William was an active reader. As AnnPatrice has told us,
"William loved libraries!" In fact, he worked for the Library Network.

A very unique individual like William doesn't cross our paths very often, if at all. He,
unquestionably, left a mark on all of us in the AMUUSE community. We extend our love,
sympathy and prayers to his grieving widow AnnPatrice (of course, an AMUUSEr, also), his
son Jim and wish that his memory ever be for a blessing. RIP William!!

Sheldon

The date for submissions for the next newsletter is January 16™.
Please submit something. Thanks Sharon

The annual meeting minutes are on the next page. I couldn't make them
larger or get them started on this page. Please don't miss them.



REPORT OF THE AMUUSE ANNUAL MEETING AT TOWER HILL, SAWYER MI

There were fifteen people in attendance at the AMUTSE Annual Meeting on Oct. 30, 2016 at Tower
Hill in Sawyer, Michigan.

The mumites from the 2015 Anmmal Mesting were read and approved.

The election results were annoumced: Sharon Spencer - Publications Secretary, Susie Stewart-
Treasurer, Jeff Medsker-Commmications Secretary, and Kathe Memitt — Recording Secretary. Smce all
candidates were unopposed, no ballots were sent out.

The President’s Feport was read and accepted. The following reports were formally filed: President's
Report, Treasurer’s Report, Registrar's Report, Director's Reports, and Camp Rep Reports.

The following dates for Camps and Get- Aways were chosen for the 2017 camp season:

March 31-Aprl 2: Get-Away Weekend at Camp Edwards m Troy WI

May 5-T: Get-Away Weekend at Tower Hill im Sawyer MI

July 9-15: Camp at Kettunen in Tostin MI

Ang 20-24: Mini Week at Tower Hill in Sawyer MI

Oct 27-30: Fall Get-Away Weekend and Board Meeting at Tower Hill in Sawyer MI

Gwen thanked Armena Mazian and Sandy Argas for their years of service as camp reps.

The following cfficers were nstalled:
Suzie Stewart — Treasurer (2016-2018)
Sharon Spencer — Publications Secretary (2016-2018)
Jeff Medsker — Commmmications Secretary (2016-2018)
Eathe Memtt — Becording Secretary (2016-2018)
John Murphy — Rep at Large (2016-2018)
Other officers continuing m their positions:
Gwen Valore — President (2013-2107)
Barb Kuntz — Central Registrar (2015-2017)
Rosie Rimrodt — July Rep (2013-2017)
Dionna Davis — July Rep (2013-2017)
Een Butch — Fep at Large { 2015-2017)
The next election will be m Sept. 2017 for President, Central Registrar.
Open discussion by the public:
1. Prakash Thombre spoke m appreciation of AMUUSE. He asked how can we atiract younger
people, what do they want? What ncentives can we give them?
Maybe we should target people in their 40's and 50's.
Suggestion: write a letter to AARP about Lives in Transition, contact Parents Without Partners.
Later discussion about the way we advertise (using the term “Lives in Transition™).
Spending part of the Board meeting working on things we promise to do.
Should we have both the flier and the handout?
Bevisit an meentive for bringing in a new camper.

ThenextﬁhﬂHJSEﬁmmlMﬂehngwﬂlbeﬂct 20-30 at Tower Hill in Sawyer, MI. This meeting
includes participation from the pubie (which means you are able to share your ideas with the Board).
Bemember, this is YOUR. organization and we'd love to see you. If you are unable to attend, you can
give your ideas to a camp rep, but then you'd be missing all of the fun!
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